SPH 321: Global Environmental Issues and their Effect on Human Health
Spring 2021
Final Assignment
Final Assignment (9%): The final assignment will consist of preparing a lightening talk that you will upload to Blackboard on a modern or historic environmental health disaster. The lightening talk should be 5 minutes long and consist of 5 slides. It should be intended to be instructional for an audience at the level of you and your classmates. You should integrate the themes covered from the course in your presentation.

What do I need to turn in? A short paragraph for each slide (5 slides included) in the presentation about a topic, usually delivered to an audience of non-experts. 5 powerpoint slides (not counting title page or references) and a word document with your script (should be organized by slide number)

What should the format of my lightening talk be? Your talk should consist of 5 slides. This is not exactly a template, but please make sure your five slides cover:
1. What is the disaster? Where? When?
2. What is the environmental health issue / exposure of concern? For example, if it involves children being exposed to lead, tell me about the issues of lead exposure in children. What was the specific impact from the event?
3. Who is /was affected
4. Why do we care? Did it impact lots of people? Did it impact a specific vulnerable population? Does it impact the way daily life / business as usual operates in a place?
5. Did something result from it? Policy change? Policy establishment? Major advocacy?
6. What are lessons learned? What could have been done to prevent this episode? What can be done to prevent something like it happening in the future?
7. Are there still remaining questions left unanswered? If so, what are they?
8. Use reputable sources and provide the citations at the bottom of each slide. Do not simply read a newspaper article about this topic. Do the research and look at peer-reviewed literature, government documents or reports, etc.

A non-exhaustive list of ideas, Please choose one of these or choose your own!
· Lead Poisoning in Zamfara State, Nigeria (2010)


Tips:
1. Start with an outline
2. Write a script for yourself (you’ll need to turn this in anyway)
3. Stay focused on the topic

6. Less is more - do not fill your slides with text and clutter. Use minimal text, and one (maybe 2) images/charts/etc per slide
7. Get right to the point!
8. Make sure your slides tell a good story
